
FEDERICO GARCIA 

A show by Pep Tosar, 
based on the life and work of 
Federico García Lorca 

 
 

Federico García Lorca (Fuentevaqueros, June 5, 1898 - 
Víznar, August 19,1936). Spanish poet and playwright. In 
1915 he began to study Philosophy and Literature, as well 
as Law, at Granada University. He frequented El Rinconcillo, 
the meeting place of the Granada artists, where he met 
Manuel de Falla. Between 1916 and 1917 he travelled 
around Spain with his fellow students, and met Antonio 
Machado. In 1919 he moved to Madrid and was lodged at 
the Residencia de Estudiantes, where he coincided with 
several distinguished writers and intellectuals. 



FEDERICO GARCIA In 1928 he founded, with a group of 
Granada intellectuals, the Gallo literary 
magazine, of which only two numbers 
appeared. In 1929 he travelled to New 
York and Cuba. Two years later, he 
founded the La Barraca university theatre 
group, with the intention of bringing 
theatre to the people. In 1936 he 
returned to Granada, where he was 
arrested and executed because of his 
progressive ideas. 

 

He composed both poetry and theatre, 
although in later years he threw himself 
more into the latter – not only did he 
create plays, but he also staged them. In 
his first books of poetry, he presented 
himself as a rather Modernist poet, in the 
wake of Antonio Machado, Rubén Darío 
and Salvador Rueda. In a second phase, 
he united Modernism with Avant-garde, 
but on a traditional base. 

In his theatre work, Lorca used lyrical, mythical and symbolical motifs, and resorted to popular songs, to the 
Calderonian abundance and to puppet theatre. In his theatre, the visual aspect is as important as the linguistic 
aspect, and the dramatic quality is always predominant. 

 

Nowadays, Federico García Lorca has become the most read Spanish poet of all time. 



WHY LORCA AGAIN? 

It is obvious that, unless his mortal remains appear, there is very little left to add to what is already known about Lorca’s 
life and work. Also, we have already seen – separately – numerous and varied enunciations of all the languages that will 
constitute the totality of this show: Lorca has been sung and danced, his work has been performed on stage, and several 
documentaries based on his life have been filmed. But, what we propose with this show is a different outlook, the nature 
of which is precisely the total sum and conjugation of all these different languages. Therein lies its novelty and originality. 
This show intends to present the nature of Lorca’s inner world, so as to make him a better guide and facilitate the 
understanding of the poet who sung to life and death with the same intensity and, in that way, encourage the spectators to 
get to know Lorca’s work better, by bringing them closer to the poet’s passions and polarities. As the show develops, the 
fragments of Lorca’s work being recited will need to be perceived as a natural consequence of what is being narrated. 

 

At the same time, this approach to the figure of Lorca aims to focus less on the genius than on the man – the human being. 
It aims to show, through the interviews and the general telling of the tale, the most fundamental personal, family and 
social circumstances – the most humanly identifiable traits –, in order to help the audience empathize with Lorca and 
understand his brilliant personality through the most recognizable circumstances, motivations and behaviours, without 
having the figure of the genius, recognised worldwide, as a distancing element. This new approach aims at simplicity, in 
harmony with an unpretentious production and with narrative concision and restraint. 



 
 
 

FEDERICO GARCÍA, 
by Pep Tosar 

 
 
 

 

The show I propose on Federico 
García Lorca follows the narrative 
pattern I have already used in 
shows such as Tots aquests dois 
(on the life and work of the poet 
and singer Guillem d’Efak), La casa 
en obres (on the life and work of 
the poet and writer Blai Bonet), 
Poseu-me les ulleres (on the life 
and work of the poet Vicent 
Andrés Estellés) and, perhaps 
above all, Esquena de ganivet (on 
the life and work of the poet 
Damià Huguet). This particular 
narrative uses different languages 
in order to present the audience 
with the most multifaceted view 
possible of the narrated character. 



And so, our show on Lorca will have five voices or dramatic 
elements: 

 

Flamenco guitar 
The guitarist will interpret the chosen themes for each 
situation so as to configure the angle and the tone with 
which we want to mark each scene. 

 
 

Flamenco singing 
Flamenco singing, as well as blending in with the dramatic 
tone, will contribute to the show with a selection of Lorca’s 
poetry set to music. This selection will depend on the 
dramatic effect of each of the songs in relation to the 
different moments of the narrative into which they are 
inserted. 

 
 

Flamenco dancing 
The flamenco dancer will be in the spotlight throughout 
the show – the protagonist, a physical projection of the 
poet’s soul. Every choreography will try to express the most 
intimate reflection that each of the narrated experiences 
projects towards our character’s inner life. It will be like a 
synthesis of the vital experience narrated, expressed 
through the abstraction of body movement and dance. 



Reciting 
The actress will recite a selection of texts, mainly from Lorca’s poetical work – but also from his prose, his letters and his 
theatre. The texts will be selected according to how they relate to each of the episodes of vital experience presented in 
the show. 

 

Documentary 
The video will contain a main image that will be used as the dramatic focus and – at the same time – as the narrative’s 
motive power. This image will be of the flamenco dancer, dressed the same way as on stage, travelling by train from 
Madrid to Granada. We’ll see him getting on the train at a Madrid train station, the different stops during the trip – 
with its landscapes and changes of light – and, at the end, we’ll see him getting off the train at the Granada train 
station. During the trip, he’ll be sitting on a seat, looking out the window absent-mindedly. On the seat in front of him, 
there will be each of our interviewees, and, on the window pane, edited in a translucent manner during post- 
production, selected images from the previous documentaries filmed before ours. The video will also contain a 
selection of photographs and drawings by the author. 



STRUCTURE, the soul of the show 
The show will have 10 scenes or chapters, which will try to 
portray, in chronological order, the most important vital 
episodes in the poet’s life, establishing links between the 
biographical fragments and the works they generated. 
Initial proposal of the ten chapters: 

 

Fuentevaqueros: Childhood and family origins. 
 

The family moves to Granada: Adolescence, musical 
education, new friendships. 

 

University days: El Rinconcillo, first poems and drawings. 
 

Travels around Spain: Meetings with Antonio Machado, 
Juan Ramón Jiménez and Unamuno. Piano recitals. 
Relationship with con María Luisa Egea. Meeting with 
Emilia Llanos. First publications. 

 

Moving to Madrid: Residencia de estudiantes. Buñuel and 
Dalí. Contact with the literary and theatrical circles. 
First theatre productions and publications. 

 

Generation of ‘27: Romancero gitano. Premiere of 
Mariana Pineda. Margarita Xirgu. Emilio Aladrén. 

New York and Cuba: Meeting with Andrés Segovia. The theatre change: El público. 
 
Buenos Aires and Montevideo: International projection. 

 

Return to Madrid: Acknowledgement and success in theatre. 

Civil war: Betrayal and murder. 
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PEP TOSAR 

Actor 



BA in Dramatic Art at the Institut del Teatre in 1985. 
 

Begins his career at the Teatre Lliure at the end of the 80’s, with productions by Pere Planella, Josep 
Muntanyès and Fabià Puigserver such as Maria Stuard, Paraula de Poeta: Blai Bonet, El manuscrit d’Ali 
Bei, Titànic 92, D’Arenys a Sinera... 
Later, in the 90’s, works with Calixto Bieito, Teresa Vilardell, Tamzin Townsend and John Strasberg in 
productions such as La noche de El Dorado, La Gavina [The Seagull], La tempestat [The Tempest], 
Macbeth and Galileo Galilei. 
Works as assistant director at the Theatre María Guerrero in Madrid in the show La Comedia sin título, by 
García Lorca, directed by Lluís Pasqual. 
He founds the Company Teatre de Ciutat with Lluís Massanet and Xicu Masó, with which he stages, while 
playing the lead role, Sa història des senyor Sommer [The Story of Mr Sommer] by Patrick Süskind 
(Special Critics Award 1994); Requiem (Grec 1997) and Revés [The Backward’s Game], both shows from 
the books of the same title by Italian writer Antonio Tabucchi (Teatre Lliure and Teatro de la Abadía, 
2002); El Mestre i Margarita [The Master and Margarita] (Teatre Lliure, 2003. Critics Award and Butaca 
Prize for Best Show, and finalist in the Max Prizes) and, lastly, Al vostre gust [As you like it] by William 
Shakespeare (Grec 2005’s inaugural show). 
On his own now, he stages, writes, directs and interprets the following shows: La casa en obres, base on 
the life and work of the Mallorcan poet Blai Bonet (Grec 1998, Romea 1999, Critics Special Award); 
Esquena de ganivet (Grec 2004; Sala Muntaner, 2004; Critics Award Serra d’Or for best show; Finalist in the Max Prizes for Best New Show); 
Somnis de somnis [Dreams of Dreams], based on a book of short stories with the same title, by Antonio Tabucchi (Sala Muntaner, 2006); 
Molts records per a Ivanov, an original piece based on Anton Chekhov’s Ivanov (Círcol Maldà, 2009; Critics Award for best direction; Critics 
Award Serra d’Or for best show); Nocturn, a drama based on the books by Antonio Tabucchi: Requiem, The flying creatures of Fra Angelico, 
The Edge of the Horizon, The Black Angel and It’s Getting Later All the Time (Círcol Maldà, 2009; Critics Award Serra d’Or for best show). His 
last theatre productions, where he has also participated as an actor, are Tots aquests Dois, based on the life and work of the Mallorcan poet 
and singer Guillem d’Efak (nominated for best show in the Butaca Prizes, and premiered at the Círcol Maldà). He produced and premiered an 
adaptation of El Mestre i Margarita at the Temporada Alta Festival, and Con la claridad aumenta el frío, based on Thomas Bernhard’s 
posthumous book My Prizes, premiered at the Grec Festival, and considered by the press as one of the best shows in the festival. In October 
2014 it was staged at the Teatro de la Abadía, in Madrid. 

 

In cinema, he has worked as an actor in more than 30 movies (Pa negre, Miquel Bauçà, el poeta invisible, both directed by Agustí Villaronga. 
Lasa y Zabala, by Pablo Malo and La Salazón, by Jesús Font, amongst others). He has also participated in different TV series for TV3, Tele 5 
and TVE. His character Collado in the series Crematorio for Canal+ merits special attention. 



Jesús Carmona was born in Barcelona in 1985 and begun studying at age 7 at "La 
Macarena y el Niño de Morón". In 2004 he received a degree in Spanish Dance and 
Flamenco at the Instituto del Teatro y Danza in Barcelona. He furthered his studies 
attending several other courses with teachers such as Barbara Kasprovich, 
Rodolfo Castellanos, Ion Garnica, Carmen Huguet and Ion Beitia in Classical Dance. He 
also attended the Bolera School, studying with Cesar Casares, Pilar Cambra, Rosa Alba 
and Montse Lloret. He studied Contemporary Dance with Gilberto Ruiz-Lang, Elisenda 
Castells and Avelina Arguelles, and Flamenco with Sonia Pobeda, Nacho Blanco, Antonio 
Canales, Maria, Magdalena, Domingo Ortega, Eva Yerbabuena, Belén Fernandez, Angel 
Rojas, Juana Amaya, Rafaela Carrasco and Manuela Carrasco among others. In 2011 he 
received the Award for Best Outstanding Dancer at the XX Contest of Spanish Dance and 
Flamenco (Madrid). In 2012 he was awarded the Desplante Prize at the Minas de la 
Unión Festival, and was nominated for the Stage Dancer Prize (Seville). He was also 
awarded the Third Prize in Choreography at the Nou Barris Contest (2001), and received 
a "Jovenes Valores" mention at the Hospitalet National Contest of Flamenco Dancing 
(Barcelona 2002). His professional debut was at the Zorrilla Theatre, with the Barcelona 
Liceu Orchestra, at the early age of 17. From that moment on, he was launched on his 
professional career, and has since performed with a number of Companies, such as 
Nuevo Ballet Español, Carmen Cortés, El Güito and Antonio Canales. Both his work Paso 
a dos, with Lola Greco, and his Soleá in Jose Greco’s show, merit special attention. He 
was also soloist with Isaac de los Reyes, and with Carmen Cortes and Guadiana. 

 

In La Sangre de Edipo, the Company of Antonio Canales, he was soloist with Adela Campallo and Lola Greco. He worked with Olga Pericet as 
guest artist, dancing his Soleá. 2006 was a very important year in his professional life: he presented the show "El Silencio de La Luna", which 
was very well received by the audience and the critics. That same year, his effort, dedication and talent were recognised when he was 
selected to form part of Spain’s National Ballet (SNB), and a year later he took on the responsibility of becoming the First Dancer in the 
Company. In 2010 and 2011 he collaborated in Dance in different ways, giving courses and master-classes in different countries: India, 
Holland, France, Italy… He toured as guest artist with Rojas and Rodriguez in Asia, and with the SNB in "Corazón de Piedra Verde". This year, 
he has participated as guest artist in the Company of Pastora Galván, and performed in the Duquende show as lead dancer. His interests, his 
desire to show a more personal side of his art and make his way in the Arts in a wider manner, led him to abandon the SNB, and to embark 
on a new adventure: "CUNA NEGRA Y BLANCA". He was exceptionally well received by audience and critics at the Seville Biennial (2012), the 
Madrid 2012 Dance, the Jerez Festival (2013) and the Flamenco Arts Festival in Santa Barbara (USA). He premiered his new "7 Balcones", a 
success with critics and audience, and participated at the close of “La Capitana”, a homage to Carmen Amaya, at the National Theatre of 
Catalonia, with Roco Molina, Mayte Martín and Ramón Oller. He was lead dancer, with Antonio Canales, Karime Amaya and Carlos 
Rodriguez, in the Gala Flamenca of the Flamenco Festival, where he received the recognition of international critics and audience as Best 
New Artist in 2014. 



PRESS REVIEWS (SPANISH) 
 

Noticias TV3 
http://www.ccma.cat/tv3/alacarta/noticies-324/pep- 
tosar-es-federico-garcia-lorca-pel-festival-grec-a-la- 
sala-hiroshima/video/5539123/ 

 

Els Matins, magacine de TV3 
http://www.ccma.cat/tv3/alacarta/els- 
matins/parlem-amb-pep-tosar-de-federico-garcia- 
que-sestrena-al-grec/video/5539244/ 

Críticas en la web “Recomana.cat” 
http://www.recomana.cat/CRITICA/2002/47/Federico%20Garc 
%C3%ADa/Francesc%20Massip 

 

http://www.recomana.cat/CRITICA/2002/37/Federico%20Garc 
%C3%ADa/Elisa%20D%C3%ADez 

 

http://www.recomana.cat/CRITICA/2002/51/Federico%20Garc 
%C3%ADa/Juan%20Carlos%20Olivares 

 

Cadena Ser 
http://cadenaser.com/emisora/2015/07/15/radio_bar 
celona/1436969286_399228.html 

 

Entrevista en la revista cultural digital “Núvol” 
http://www.nuvol.com/noticies/pep-tosar-voldria- 
viure-envoltat-de-persones-com-lorca/ 

 

Crónica del espectáculo, “El Periódico” 
http://www.elperiodico.com/es/noticias/ocio-y- 
cultura/pep-tosar-estrena-federico-garcia-4362915 

 

Crítica en “El Periódico” 
http://www.elperiodico.com/es/noticias/ocio-y- 
cultura/una-biografia-sonora-lorca-4369364 

http://www.recomana.cat/CRITICA/2002/38/Federico%20Garc 
%C3%ADa/Iolanda%20G.%20Madariaga 

http://www.ccma.cat/tv3/alacarta/noticies-324/pep-tosar-es-federico-garcia-lorca-pel-festival-grec-a-la-sala-hiroshima/video/5539123/
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CBCiW0KYBbA  

BOOKING&MANAGAMENT 

ART & DANZA PROMOTIONS SL 

 

CARMEN CANTERO / RICARDO LÓPEZ 

 

Guzmán el Bueno 89, 8b 28003 Madrid 

Tef. +34 91 534 06 79 / +34 633 73 08 41 

info@artflamencoevents.com  
carmen@carmencantero.com  
ricardo@artflamencoevents.com  

http://artflamencoevents.com 
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